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PROPOSED CHANGES

.

***Proposed changes highlighted.  

Title I – Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged
Part A – Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies – Subpart 1 – Basic Program Requirements

1. Sec. 1111. State Plans 

Revise (a)(1) to read:

‘‘(a) PLANS REQUIRED.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For any State desiring to receive a grant under this part, the State educational agency shall submit to the Secretary a plan, developed by the State educational agency, in consultation with local educational agencies, teachers, principals, pupil services personnel, administrators (including administrators of programs described in other parts of this title), other staff, and parents, that satisfies the requirements of this section and that is coordinated with other programs under this Act, such as the Even Start Family Literacy Program,  the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Education Act of 1998, the Head Start Act, the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.
Justification:  The purpose of this proposal is to strengthen the idea of family literacy in other programs under this Act, particularly as a viable method of helping children succeed by helping families.
2.  Sec. 1111. State Plan – (d) Parental Involvement


Revise (d) to read: 

‘‘(d) PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT.—Each State plan shall describe how the State educational agency will support the collection and dissemination to local educational agencies and schools of effective parental involvement practices. Such practices shall—

‘‘(1) be based on the most current research that meets the highest professional and technical standards, on effective parental involvement that fosters achievement to high standards for all children; and

‘‘(2) be geared toward lowering barriers to greater participation by parents in school planning, review, and improvement experienced and may include offering family literacy services for parents with low levels of literacy or coordination with adult education programs for those parents unable to participate in family literacy programs.
Justification:  Often parents are not involved in the education of their children because of their low levels of education/literacy and a lack of knowledge of how to best assist their children with their schoolwork.  This language highlights family literacy as a method of improving parental involvement.  It also mentions adult education should schools not offer family literacy services or for adults who cannot avail themselves of the services when they are offered.
3. Section 1114. Schoolwide Programs.


Revise (b)(1)(F) to read 
“(F) Strategies to increase parental involvement in accordance with Section 1118, such as offering family literacy programs to improve parental involvement in schools for parents who can access such services and the development of collaborative arrangements with adult education providers to coordinate services for other parents.”
Justification:  Similar to the previous item, this provision focuses on family literacy as a tool for improving parental involvement.

4.  Section 1115. Targeted Assistance Schools


Revise (c)(1)(G) to read:

 (G) Strategies to increase parental involvement in accordance with section 1118, such as offering family literacy programs to improve parental involvement in schools for parents who can access such services and the development of collaborative arrangements with adult education providers to coordinate services for other parents.”
Justification:  Similar to items #2 and #3, this provision focuses on family literacy as a tool for improving parental involvement.

5. Section 1116 – School Improvement


Revise (c)(7)(viii to read: 
 ‘‘(viii) include strategies to promote effective parental involvement in the school such as family literacy services in coordination with adult education programs to promote effective parent involvement through improving parental literacy skills.”
Justification:  Similar to previous items, this provision focuses on family literacy as a tool for improving parental involvement.

6. Section 1118. Parental Involvement (two items)

Add a new (a)(2)(D) and re-letter the remaining letters.

(D As it relates to Sec. 1111(c)(14) offer family literacy programs in
order to improve parental involvement in schools for parents who can
access such services and develop collaborative arrangements with adult
education providers to coordinate services for other parents.

Revise (a)(3)(A)  to read:
  ‘‘(3) RESERVATION.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency shall reserve not less than 1 percent of such agency’s allocation under subpart 2 of this part to carry out this section, including offering family literacy services and parenting skills in coordination with adult education programs, except that this paragraph shall not apply if 1 percent

of such agency’s allocation under subpart 2 of this part for the fiscal year for which the determination is made is $5,000 or less.
Justification:  These two provisions directly amend the parental involvement section to strengthen focus on family literacy as a major tool in helping to improve parental involvement.

Part C – Education of Migratory Children
7. Sec. 1304. State Applications; Services

Revise (b)(7) to read: 
 ‘‘(7) a description of how the State will encourage programs and projects assisted under this part to offer family literacy services if the program or project serves a substantial number of migratory children who have parents who do not have a high school diploma or its recognized equivalent or who have low levels of literacy.  If family literacy services are not available, a description of how the state will begin such services in coordination with adult education programs.”
Justification:  Family literacy is a successful method of helping migrant families.  This language strengthens current law encourage states to use the family literacy model for migrant children and their families.
Part D – Prevention and Intervention Programs for Children and Youth Who are Neglected, Delinquent, or At-Risk

8.  Sec. 1414. State Plan and State Agency Applications


Revise (c)(13) to read:

‘‘(13) provides an assurance that the State agency will assist in locating alternative programs, such as adult education, through which students can continue their education if the students are not returning to school after leaving the correctional facility or institution for neglected or delinquent children and youth;
Justification:  Adult education is an option for students who drop out of school for a variety of reasons.  It is a positive option for those not returning to school following incarceration.  This amendment will help ensure that states consider adult education as an alternative.
9. Sec. 1415. Use of Funds

Revise (a)(1)(B) to read:

‘‘(B) concentrate on providing participants with the knowledge and skills needed to make a successful transition to adult education, vocational or technical training, further education, or employment.
Justification:  This provision ensures that adult education is an option.
10.  Sec. 1418. Transition Services


 Add a new “(a)(2)(C)(vi) placement in adult education programs to allow them to complete their education.
Justification:  This modification will also ensure that adult education is an option for youth leaving a correctional facility.

Part D – Enhancing Education Through Technology

Subpart 1 – State and Local Technology Grants

11.  Section 2414. Local Applications


Leas or eligible local entities wanting grants under this section must submit an application which has to include specific information, including:

(b)(9) A description of how the applicant will ensure the effective use of technology to promote parental involvement and increase communication with parents, including a description of how parents will be informed of the technology being applied to their child’s education so that the parents are able to reinforce at home the instruction their child receives at school.

Proposal:  Request that report language be added to encourage referral to adult education for those parents with low levels of literacy or limited English proficiency to ensure parents have the skills to reinforce what their children are learning and to utilize such technology.
Justification:  Parents may not have the skills necessary to utilize technology or reinforce what they children are learning.  Referral of such adults to adult education classes will ensure they have such skills.
Subpart 5 – Reading is Fundamental – Inexpensive Book Distribution Program
12.  Sec. 5451. Inexpensive Book Distribution Program for Reading Motivation

Add  a new (C)(3) (J) children with parents with limited English proficiency or low levels of literacy.
Justification:  These are two at-risk populations and we should make every effort to ensure they have books available.
Title VI – Flexibility and Accountability
Part B – Rural Education Initiative

Subpart 2 – Rural and Low-Income School Program

13. Sec. 6222. Uses of Funds

Leas can use funds under this subpart for a variety of activities, including (4) Parental Involvement Activities


Revise (a)(4) to read:

‘‘(4) Parental involvement activities, such as offering family literacy services to improve parental involvement in schools for parents who can access such services and the development of collaborative arrangements with adult education providers to coordinate services for other parents.
Justification:  Similar to items listed above, this proposal strengthens the concept of using family literacy to improve parental involvement.

14.  Sec. 7121 Improvement of Educational Opportunities for Indian Children


Revise (c)(1)(K) to read:

(K) family literacy services and collaborative arrangements with adult education providers to coordinate services for parents not able to participate in regular family literacy programs.”
Justification:  This provision expands options to include coordination with adult education programs for parents not able to participate in regular family literacy programs to enable such adults to gain the skills required to be a full partner in their child’s education.
Title X – Repeals, Re-designations, and Amendments to Other Statutes
Part C – Homeless Education
Subtitle B – Education for Homeless Children and Youths

15.  Page 2000 – Sec. 722 – Grants for State and Local Activities for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth

Revise (g)(6)(A)(iii) to read:

 ‘‘(iii) homeless families, children, and youths receive educational services for which such families, children, and youths are eligible, including Head Start, Even Start and Adult Education programs and preschool programs administered by the local educational agency, and referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health services, and other appropriate services;
Justification:  This proposal expands existing law to include Adult Education as one of the educational programs made available to homeless families, children and youth.
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