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November 13, 2007

The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education 


And Related Agencies

Senate Committee on Appropriations

U. S. Senate

Washington, D. C.   20510

Dear Chairman Harkin:

I am writing on behalf of the National Coalition for Literacy, a coalition of twenty-six national adult education and family literacy organizations.

The Coalition appreciates the increase in funding for Adult Education basic grants.  We are, however, disappointed that the conference did not adopt the House-passed $25 million increase.  Across the nation there are waiting lists of approximately 100,000 adults of all ages waiting to access adult education programs to prepare for and obtain employment, continue their education, and obtain the English language skills necessary to succeed in their new home country.

We are also concerned about the dramatic reduction in funds for Even Start.  This unique program serves families with lower levels of education/literacy and lower incomes than other federal education programs, including Head Start and has been particularly effective with immigrant families striving to learn English and achieve the American dream.  The reduced funding contained in the conference agreement virtually guarantees that hundreds of families seeking assistance will not be served and that some of the hardest to serve families may not even seek assistance.

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of adults and families with low levels of literacy but are disappointed that funding continues to lag far behind the demand and leaves so many individuals and families seeking services.

Finally, should Congress fail to override the President’s veto of the Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations bill, we would strenuously oppose any further cuts to adult education or Even Start programs.


If you would like additional information on the literacy needs of our nation’s adults and families, please do not hesitate to contact me.






Sincerely,
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Sherrie Claiborne, President
National Coalition for Literacy ▫ P.O. Box 11592 ▫ Washington, D.C. 20008 ▫ www.national-coalition-literacy.org
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