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November 15, 2007

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi


Speaker

U. S. House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.  20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi:


The National Coalition for Literacy, a coalition of twenty-six national adult education and family literacy organizations, is very concerned about the President’s veto of the Labor, Health and Human Services and Education appropriations bill.


Across the nation, there are approximately 100,000 individuals on waiting lists for adult education services, including many immigrants anxious to enter ESL classes and learn the language of their new home country.  The legislation vetoed by the President would have included an additional $12.5 million for adult education programs, allowing us to provide services to a small part of that waiting list.

In addition, the bill included funds for Even Start, a valuable family literacy program directed at serving our nation’s most at-risk families.  This unique program has helped break the inter-generational cycle of illiteracy that has negatively impacted these families.


We encourage you and your colleagues in the House to override the veto of this important legislation and fund programs which provided valuable literacy services to our nation’s citizens.







Sincerely,
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Sherrie Claiborne







President
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