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June 20, 2007

Dear Senator:


I am writing on behalf of the National Coalition for Literacy and its member organizations to express to you our disappointment that the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education zero funded the Even Start Family Literacy Program.


We are appalled that you would eliminate the only family literacy program funded by the federal government.  Family literacy is a proven method for helping families by eliminating cycles of illiteracy.  It is particularly successful in working with our nation’s low income and immigrant families (many of whom are Hispanic).

Family literacy touches the lives of children and adults alike.  It helps guarantee that all parents have the skills they need to support their child’s education, that parents have the education they require to obtain and retain a job, and that children start school with the skills they need to succeed.   


To remain competitive, we must ensure all of our citizens have the best possible education.  Even Start does this by working with families.  Thousands of families throughout the United States have benefited from participation in the Even Start program, many of them in your state. 


Are you willing to cut off this avenue to success for our nation’s families?  We encourage you to reconsider your decision and fund Even Start at the level of $99 million as approved by the House Committee on Appropriations.






Sincerely,
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Sherrie Claiborne





President
National Coalition for Literacy ▫ P.O. Box 11592 ▫ Washington, D.C. 20008 ▫ 703.822.0542 ▫ ncl@ncldc.net
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