rl
by

National Coalition For Literacy’

Y
s

J/‘

&

American Association for Adult and Continuing Edtica= Adult Literacy Media Alliance American Institute for Research
American Library AssociationAssociation of Adult Literacy Professional Develop Center for Literacy Studies, University of
TennesseeCommission on Adult Basic Educatio@ouncil for Advancement of Adult LiteraeyGED Testing Servicelnstitute

for the Study of Adult Literacy and the Goodlingtltute for Research, Pennsylvania State Universitgracy USA- National Center
for Family Literacyr National Center for the Study of Adult Learningl diiteracy- National Center on Adult Literacy, University of

Pennsylvania National Council of State Directors of Adult Ediima= ProLiteracy Worldwide Student Coalition for Action in Literacy

Educatiorr Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Langubages Voice of Adult Literacy United for EducatieriWorld Education

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

November 8, 2005
Dear Mrs. Roybal-Allard:

On behalf of all the members of the National Caalifor Literacy we request that you support a
funding level of $225 million for the Even Startrhity Literacy Program in the upcoming
House/Senate conference on H.R. 3010, legislappropriating funds for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services and Educatiors plagram is too important to many of our
nation’s most vulnerable citizens to allow it teappear or to reduce funding from the current
level.

For many families, Even Start provides a way fer fiamily to become self-sufficient. It allows
parents to become their child’s first and most ingat teacher. As you are aware, research had
demonstrated over and over again the link betweaantaer’s education level and the academic
success of a child. Through participation in E$art, parents, particularly those with low
levels of literacy, learn the skills they need bdain a job, further their education and reduce
dependency on federal support programs. Whileldml gain the skills necessary to enter
school ready to learn their parents gain the skidlsessary to support them academically during
their school years.

We urge you to adopt a funding level of $225 millfor Even Start, thereby ensuring the more
than thirty thousand Even Start participants welhitnue to have access to these critical family
literacy services that help them to reach theirgatential.

Sincerely,
Dale Lipschultz
President, National Coalition for Literacy
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